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on February 21*. It was a significant meeting. We had a /rank exchange §r5%j 

of'viowe* They basically accepted our proposed procedure fe# fitter#- 

private meetings* dropped their precendittaas ier substantive Ifgetlatiaa*, 3*1111 


ad gave the impressien of. being muhh more ready for bcurfnask t?um feeforefli 
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.implied to questions: 
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D^rteg; Xttda Thuy pj^iduc^d & v«^y pipltiiictef|| 
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•* The atmosphere during, the meeting we» remerkfthly^ fraaik' 'aod^ftee ' 
o£ telviae.' Th© readily agreed £©.$h® proposed. Mm© £©r'.tho*EL«exfe " : ^ '• 
meetings t , K® did not* appear to hav© a prepared'* ©tsfcexm tA*. 
gestjsi^ h® hsd ©osu@ l i^t itud@ ©ss u®ha»t h© eould a®eept«- . 
speeelx wa®--app^y©o^y triggered ^y ©sy ei^^gestiag that- ©ur po^iifcies^' 
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**» To comtism© private talks in this channel. 



On that basis, to meet again on Monday, March 16, at 9:30 a, m. , 
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T© discuss all pr^bl^ms related to m© war. They will do so on 
th© h%siM @£ their t©n points^ w© 02a th© basis of anythin g w© chcos 
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a successor 


•*- If is progress,. we will 

■ to Ambassador Lodg^« 

» . • r 
It was also implicitly agreed that, 

*» after wshft?s discussed all the issues, and if we reach agreements 
;>: the ether parties will be brought In to ratify it* It is not clear 
whether this will b© don© at the Majestic or at some other special 
, - snooting,. &nd it is also- not clear , whether and how the Majestic 
aos©ion© will b© coordinated with our private negotiating process© 
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They dropped their d ema nd that the GVN be changed as a precondition^ 
to substantive taUss^- saying that this could be discussed la te r* . ...S 

r.**T Hssked : th®^«haag® la fee GVN variously to private GVN||||g 
'■j’’ talhis vdith. thi& v4^P33»CSp the ratification ^jrocess, and to gestures of r ^ w 
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■ ^-..implied; that th® main problem was sot fee eomposifcionof fee GVN 
: :'|;". peg et b ui fee PRG ( * .refusal to- deal wife Thieu, J$y amd Khiem,./ ; : 
'.^•.and the GVN *» possible- unwillingness te accept an agreement and ' 

' £ ■' abide by It, ^ . - -■ . . .-> . 
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They did not us© th© word ^unconditional* 8 when speaking of U*Se - 
withdrawals, and did- not challenge me when 1 said we would discus©- 

non«South Vietnamese forces. 


sp<&® of “reciprocity, l * they did not argue. Xuan Thuy even? 
w© would “meet each other” on the road to peace. . . 


emphasis on a 
gesttoa feat we had to accept on© 


coalition government, or any 
a precondition to talks. ; 
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« They stressed that they wanted an overall settlement* a. ''package, " 


IV, 


They also stated flatly that now is the time to negotiate on®.. 



case® 
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sessions* and they appear prepared to pay the price of drooping 

v^vU'mamvwU* w »ms jUMss^xes- ©rvuwuw £**<£■»#* £*2&Jrtat o«6 rjnlRjrt i 

But ottjp positions still very Iftf Bp&xt, and we' must expect that 
©aco they hsv© got talking they will tough £&t m& lc&g£ & 

whilom la th# pastp th^ fir si meetings with them ia fi new channel 
h&ve often sounded moire promising fh&hw&s justified by the results 
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They tevs acce p t ed fir procedure which has $ built-in, time pressure 
t hfi fe muy work to their dte&dvsEatsg^* They know they cannot keep 
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of ©very few meetings^ 
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appear 
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tt falls w» may keep some forces: $fe®re & long 
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^lieyr. eh^iflcflrec^ eo^*te ecu ^^h@^her up»*> to cn^*^ 

figreeptenty .- w h i c h ' psMwidoo ^ pieco of evidence tbfot - th^v .. .* 



@uggc@ti.on@ thfit they ss&fiy b@"S > esdy 
troep withdrawal^, oh a reciprocal 


They or® entering diechssions in 3a overall settlement withoaS 
including the P®.G or. insisting 3® 3 eooditloa of talks that the 
Saigon government b® changed •- 3 key point for th® P 3 aG^' 
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This has been @n important meetings c©yteinly tSiu mc$i fanp^gtant "*■ 
since A© beginning of your Adminlsfrr sites and-^i®fflh®^>* even atnc© : 
the beginning e£ th© isslks ss St rsssains te b® ®§as£. 

happen next, . bit the early does suggest flat the cossr®# 6 ;S ^rtelaly^^^ 
worth graarsulng, seriously, ' ' .j$k - yiK"?}- : £* S-wSsm 
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— * They accepted the condition for the appointment of a new Ambassador* 

* 

Their omission of the word unconditional from their demand for U*S* 
withdrawal suggests that they are ready to pay some price* 

They may b© in a isurry to reach some agreement » since they indi- 
cated several that they wanted a ouich scttlemen$ e 
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